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Isolation. Loneliness. These are
two words that describe the real-
ity of many in contemporary
American life. We can call it rug-
ged individualism to the extreme.
Sometimes we may feel that we
are all alone in an expansive uni-
verse or simply in our town,
neighborhood or organization. A
lack of connection can foster a
plethora of feelings and problems
including depression, meaning-
lessness, melancholy and deject-
edness.

A long-term feeling of loneliness
impacts millions of people from
major metropolitan areas to the
rural areas. Isolation is becoming
a social epidemic. The lyrics of
“All the Lonely People” by The
Beatles capture the essence of the
reality: “I look at all the lonely
people ... All the lonely people,
where do they all come from? All
the lonely people, where do they
all belong?” (This song may be
used in a future sermon!) One
possible answer to the last ques-
tion can be the church.

Although Christians can experi-
ence social separation like anyone
else, we are to be cultivators of
connection. The mission of our
Trinitarian God is to create, nour-

From our new Rector:The Rev. R. Derrick Fetz

Connectivity Cultivation

ish and build
relationship.
God IS a rela-
tionship, a
community
made up of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. Because people were
made in God’s image, God de-
signed us to connect to each other
and he created the church to be a
relational experience. The church,
at its greatest, encourages genuine
community where people of all
ages and backgrounds can be vul-
nerable, imperfect and unique. A
genuine community accepts, af-
firms, challenges, celebrates and
loves.

I am excited to join and help lead a
church that exhibits qualities of a
genuine community! Initially, my
top priority is to develop and build
a relationship with each of those
who experience Christian commu-
nity through the ministries of St.
Andrew’s Church. For the first
several months, I will devote most
of my time and energy to getting
to know the people of St. Andrew’s
individually and collectively. T'll
be working with the newly assem-
bled Transition Team to organize
opportunities for interaction, in-

Continued on page 7
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Visiting Clergy during March

We are fortunate to welcome a vari-
ety of supply clergy during the
month of March as we await the ar-
rival of our new rector. Please be
sure to introduce yourself!

The Rev. Chris Carlisle, Diocesan
Missioner for Campus Ministries.
Chris is a former associate at St. An-
drew’s, and has spent many years
fostering Episcopal community at
colleges and universities in Western
Massachusetts.

The Venerable Bill Coyne, Arch-
deacon for the Diocese. Bill, a famil-
iar face at St. Andrew’s, has been on
the Bishop’s staff since 1998.

The Rev. Susan Crampton.
Now retired, Susan served in a
variety of parishes in our Dio-
cese, including St. Andrew’s.
Many parishioners fondly re-
call her time with us during a
previous transition.

The Rev. Noreen Suriner
was the first woman ordained
from our Diocese. Now retired,
she spent much of her career
outside the Diocese, but has
now returned ‘home’ to West-
ern Massachusetts.

March Liturgical Schedule

Resources for

Pastoral Care in
March

St.Andrew’s has a num-
ber of resources which
will be available for pas-
toral care before Fr.
Derrick’s arrival. If you
need pastoral care,
please call Jan Brega dur-
ing parish office hours
(printed on page 8) at
413-567-5901 or Wende
Wheeler at 567-6419
(home) or 413-519-5608
(cell).

Saturday, March 5

5 p.m. Evening Prayer

Paula Gallup

Sunday, March 6 Last Sunday

after Epiphany

Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. & 10 a.m.

The Rev. Noreen Suriner

Wednesday, March 9

Ash Wednesday

7 a.m., noon and 7 p.m.

The Ven. Bill Coyne

Saturday & Sunday, LentlI Holy Eucharist at 5 p.m., 8 a.m. & The Rev. Susan
March 12 & 13 10 a.m. Crampton
At 6 p.m. join us for a potluck
supper with Susan and Stuart
Crampton in the Undercroft.
Saturday & Sunday, Lent II Holy Eucharist at 5 p.m., 8 a.m. & The Ven. Bill Coyne
March 19 & 20 10 a.m.
Saturday, March 26 5 p.m. Evening Prayer Larry Morrow
Sunday, March 27 Lent III Holy Eucharist at 8 a.m. & 10 a.m. The Rev. Chris Carlisle

At 9 am. in Classroom 2, Chris

will talk about Cathedral in the
Night, a new ministry reaching

out to both young people and

homeless marginalized people.

Note: the Wednesday 7 a.m. service will be Morning Prayer during March, except for Ash Wednesday.
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Walk the Labyrinth at St. Andrew’s in April

The labyrinth design has been used in many different contexts and
cultures for as many as 4000 years. For Christians, the practice of
walking the labyrinth dates at least to the Crusades. When actual pil-
grimage to the Holy Land became too dangerous, labyrinths were
built into the churches and cathedrals which were being constructed
at the time as a way to represent the sacred journey to Jerusalem.

Today, many Christians find that walking the labyrinth provides a
different dimension of spiritual practice, and a means to encounter
the sacred. It can be used as a tool for contemplative prayer and
meditation, and expands our opportunities for an intimate relation-
ship with God.

For a week during Lent (April 9-14), a canvas labyrinth will be set up in the St. Andrew’s Chapel.
There will be a variety of opportunities to walk the labyrinth during that time — individually, with
introduction and guidance, and in the context of liturgy. Barbara Jarry will conduct an introduction
to labyrinths in March, as a part of our Lenten programming (see below). A complete schedule of
labyrinth times and availability will be published in the April Anchor.

Lenten Program Offerings 201 |

We have a varied program this year for Lent, designed to present options to enhance our encounter
with God. Come to all of the offerings, or just one or two.

Tuesday, March 15: A Conversation with God through Art led by Sue Lussier
7 — 8:30 p.m. followed by Compline
Sue will provide supplies and direction for a meditative evening. Participants
will create their own mandalas — an art form that has been used as a spiritual
tool by many faith traditions throughout history.

Tuesday, March 22: An Introduction to Walking the Labyrinth with Barbara Jarry
7 — 8:30, followed by Compline
In preparation for our April labyrinth experience, Barbara will talk about the his-
tory and practice of engaging with God through walking the labyrinth.

Tuesday, March 29: God in America with potluck supper *
6:30 p.m., followed by Compline
We'll gather to watch episodes of this award-winning PBS series which examines
the intersection of religion and public life over 400 years in America. A study
guide will be provided for participants.

Tuesday, April 5: God in America (See March 28) with potluck supper *
6:30 p.m., followed by Compline

Saturday, April9  Labyrinth Week
through Thursday Our Labyrinth will be set up in the Chapel during this time. Look for additional
April 14 information on special programming in the April Anchor.

* We’ll have a simple Lenten soup and bread pot luck supper ... please bring soup, bread or salad to
share.
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Mark Your Calendar!

March 9: Ash Wednesday

March 12: Potluck Supper with the Rev. Susan
Crampton (see page 2)

March |5: Lenten Program: Conversation with
God through Art*

March 22: Lenten Program: Introduction to Walking the Labyrinth*

March 29: Lenten Program: God in America*

April I: Fr. Derrick Fetz begins his ministry at St. Andrew’s
April 5: Lenten Program: God in America*

April 9-14: Lenten Program: Labyrinth Week *

April 17: Palm Sunday

April 18-23: Holy Week

April 24: Easter

May 7: Best Bloomin’ Plant Sale

May 8: Mothers’ Day Breakfast hosted by SAMS

June 12: Sundae Sunday & Carwash (end of Church School)

* see page 3 for details of Lenten Program

Pledge Appeal 201 |

As of 2/16/2011, our status:
130 parish households have made a pledge for 2011.
These households have committed to $242,139.

This 1s a 23% increase over what the same households
committed in 2010.

We have 11 new pledges that we didn’t have last year.

63 households have responded to the request for an in-
creased pledge, with increases between 4% and 310%.

Thank you to all those who have returned a pledge card

for 2011!

Wedbre just $10, 000 away from
needed for a balanced budget
yet made a pledge, wondt you

Pledge cards are available in the Narthex, or through

the Parish Office.
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Birthdays in March

I Jean Hayes
Matthew Hotaling
Hannah Sweeney

2 Maxwell Westcott
3 Greg Hepper

Emily Laurenzano
4 Shane Taylor
7 Carol Quinn

John Toner
8 Ashley-Anne Wolos
9 Patti O’Malley

Parker Westcott
10 Olivia Hebert
David Mesecher
I Toby Proctor
Erin Taylor
12 Jessica Danehey
Judith Pothul
14 Tina Dieterich
15 Michelle Adams
Aidan Douville
16 Peter Ellis
Sarah Sprinthall
19 Arnold Kurth
Christopher Smith
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20 Peggy Houle
Jeanne Mosebach
21 Marion Turner
22 Michael Scuderi, Jr.
23 Marjorie Murray
24 Keller Williams
25 Neal Churchill
Sarah Conrad
26 Evan Davis

27 Samuel Jasmin
Christopher Parisan

28 Stephanie Jasmin

29 Michael Schneider

31 Susan Purdy

Anniversaries in March
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rect or does not appear, please con-

tact the parish office.




ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH THE ANCHOR PAGE 5

308 11AOAxG60 91 OOE 88
Thinking about LENT

The word Lent comes from the Latin lencten, which refers to the lengthening of days of
springtime. Just as the days grow longer and the flowers begin to grow, so we are called

p

to grow in spirit and in truth during this season. We begin with the Ash Wednesday
liturgy. We observe Lent by special practices. We set aside time for prayer or journaling, we fast, and we
do other acts that help us to discipline our souls and our minds and remind ourselves that “we do not live
by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.” We read mor%om the Holy

Scriptures so that we can encounter God in God’s word. We deny

ourselves chocolate and treats and other luxuries to remind us that it f \
is God that we really depend o‘n. We practicc'a acts of mission and Lenten Prayer
outreach so that we can grow in acts of charity and love toward oth-

Challenge

ers.

During Lent we encourage children to take on something new. Most We are asking all children and
youth of the parish to submit

prayers that they create during
Lent to be published in a Lenten
Prayer booklet. The booklet will

families are busy and dinnertime can be the perfect opportunity to
take out the Bible and have each member read a verse or two and
discuss how it might apply today. The Lenten meditation booklets

available in the Narthex are a good tool for discussion and scripture be made available for Lenten
selection. We ask that parents encourage their children to be more meditation next year.
intentional about prayer. Another idea is to take turns creating Remember that prayers are not
prayers to share with each other (see the Lenten prayer chal- always words and visual
lenge). All families will develop something different that fits into prayers may also be submitted.
their lives.

Each of the church school classes will be an opportunity to learn \ j
ways to become closer to God. Y

Faith Flight will focus on the season of Lent through the parables of Jesus. On Sunday March 6™ we will
make Lenten paper chains. Similar to the Advent chains, they will help focus us during this period of Lent
and help us to prepare for Easter. The following Sundays will focus on Jesus’ ministry primarily through the
parables.

On the Edge-OTE will follow similar lessons to Faith Flight but delve
deeper into the Parables and learn about their relevance to our daily lives.
Class will discuss how to bring the lessons of the Parables into the world.

R-13 and J2A lessons are designed to move us deeper into our relationship
with God by learning about ourselves and others. We will begin with a chal-
lenge from the Missions Committee involving world poverty and our Sunday

afternoon class on March 6" will be spent cooking in the kitchen as a group
and developing meals for Lent.
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Thank You and Farewell, Fr. Jeffrey!

A reception was held on Sunday, February 27, to say goodbye to Fr. Jeffrey
Fishwick, our interim rector for the last year and a half.

k]

| o
Appropriate team-related gifts were given!

Fr. Jeff and Carol were joined by his mother,
Lucy Fishwick, his sister and brother-in-law,
Lucy & Fred Reinhardt, and Carol’s parents,
Anne and Art Lichtenberger.

The kids made and presented a
giant fish.

We will miss your many hats!
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Fr. Derrick: Connectivity Cultivation
(continued from page 1)

cluding Meet and Greets — informal small
group gatherings that will include conversa-
tion and table fellowship. Please sign up for a
Meet and Greet once the sign-up sheet is
posted.

A focus on relationship development will con-
tinue to allow God to form us into a body
where deeper connectivity among us is more
fully realized. I'm hopeful that this will not
only lead us to be cultivators of connectivity
within the walls of St. Andrew’s, but in a
lonely world where people yearn for commu-
nity as well. Will St. Andrew’s be a place of
belonging for them?

Jamie and I very much look forward to begin-
ning a life-giving relationship with you in
April!

Introduce yourself to Fr. Derrick

Fr. Derrick invites members of St. Andrew’s to contact
him prior to his arrival in town at the end of March. “I
encourage you to write me either by email, or snail mail
before my arrival to give me a jumpstart in getting to
know you.” You can reach Fr. Derrick at:

Rector@St-Andrews-Longmeadow.org , or

7379 Hopkins Rd. Maineville, OH 45039
(until March 20™).

Looki f or

ng

Transi ti

™y Namg ;o

Freq
Beginning in March, and

continuing into the spring, \

we’ll be wearing nametags to help our visiting
clergy, and then Fr. Derrick and Jamie Fetz, get
to know us. We'll be using re-usable hang-tags,
which will be kept in the narthex.

Yes, it’s time for ...
Nametags!

A “name-tag station” will be set up in the nar-
thex. Each parishioner will make his or her own
nametag, and then don it each time s/he comes to
church. This will also be a great way to get to
know the names of fellow parishioners as well as
newcomers.

Please be diligent in remembering to wear your
nametag!

Best Bloomin’ Plant Sale —
Saturday, May 7

It’s time to start planning for this fundraising
event which supports the parish’s ministry plan
budget for 2011.

The planning group for this event will soon begin
to meet, and will be looking for some additional
people to help plan and coordinate. Could you
help with planning? Much of the work can be
done from home. If you can assist,
please contact either Carla Gunn
(c.gunn@comcast.net) or Lorie Dixon
(lgled@comcast.net).

on Team memb

A Transition Team is being formed for the purpose of helping Fr. Derrick and Jamie Fetz become incorpo-
rated into the parish, as well as to introduce them to the Longmeadow community. We’re looking for vol-
unteers who would be willing to serve on this team beginning in March for a period of six to eight months.

The team will be responsible for planning activities associated with the transition; including organizing a se-
ries of eight or ten “Meet and Greets” (informal gatherings allowing small groups to meet and get to know
the Fetzes), planning the Celebration of New Ministry in the fall, and serving as resources for Fr. Derrick

and Jamie as they settle into their new community.

If you would be interested in serving on the Transition Team, please contact Wende Wheeler at

wende.wheeler@verizon.net or (413)567-6419.

i Ty :

efns
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Schedule

Weekday Eucharist
Wednesdays at 7 a.m.

Holy Eucharist -
Saturdays at 5 p.m., Sun-

days at 8 and 10 a.m.

Parish Office will be
open 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Monday thru Thursday;
9 am.to |12 noon on

Friday.

St. Andrewds Episcoryg
Staff and Contact Information

The Rev. R. Derrick Fetz, Rector (as of April 1)

Rector@St-Andrews-Longmeadow.org

Jan Brega, Parish Administrator
Admin@St-Andrews-Longmeadow.org

Sue Lussier, Director of Christian Formation
Formation@St-Andrews-Longmeadow.org

Karen McCarthy, Organist and Choir Director
Music@St-Andrews-Longmeadow.org
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